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Insider 

NDADõS MISSION 

Enhance the quality of lives of             
individuals facing health challenges. 
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Communities come to aid of  
friends, neighbors in need ñ 
with support from NDAD    

Article and Photos |  Mike Brue 

 
N ikki Chine knew thereôd be challenges ahead when she        
assumed the task of helping to organize a fall 2012 community 

fundraising effort for Sandy Puttbrese, her friend and childrenôs  

daycare provider in Grand Forks. 

Experience gave Chine some fundraising perspective -- but not as an 

organizer. A breast cancer survivor, the Leonard, N.D., native had 

been the beneficiary of a hometown community fundraiser in 2007. 
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That heartwarming, 
life-affirming support the young mother          
received then bolstered her spirits and helped 
her physically, emotionally and financially battle 
through a major health challenge. 

Now, hoping to help someone else, Chine     
wondered how a worthwhile endeavor could be 
made even better. 

ñI talked to one of my friends, and his first    
comment to me was, óYou need to start with 
NDAD. Go there first, and then you can        
proceed,ô ò Chine recalled. 

Chine soon had her first conversation with 
NDADôs client services department ð initially, 
director Leslie Stastny. 

ñAs soon as she started telling me just the first 
overview (of NDADôs Community Fundraising 
Program), it totally highlighted for me why I 
should go there first. The resources there are     
invaluable.ò                                         
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NDAD has sponsored community fundraisers 
for people with disabilities and serious health 
challenges for years. The support it provides 
was expanded in latter 2012 with the addition 
of a NDAD communications director and   
new emphasis on use of social media and            
storytelling for publicity purposes. 

Autumn provided six NDAD-sponsored      
fundraisers in addition to the effort for       
Puttbrese, which featured two events: one at  
a Grand Forks Pizza Ranch, the second at the 
Oslo, Minn., community center. 

Fundraisers were held in September for   
breast cancer patient Helen Garcia of East 
Grand Forks, Minn., motorcycle crash victim 
Dennis Ahoe of Williston and liver transplant         
recipient Teagan Leehan, a baby from East 
Grand Forks. A NDAD fund also was         
established for Tanner Davidson, a Grand 

Forks boy whose ruptured 
appendix and subsequent 
infection put him in a Twin 
Cities hospital. 

Mason Hutton, who        
suffered severe trauma at 
birth, and his mother, Kelly 
Hutton, diagnosed with a 
large, cancerous sarcoma 
within weeks of Masonôs 
birth, were the focus of a 
large November benefit. 
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